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Return to Big Picture

Story:  |srael Fights Remaining Canaanites

Passage: Judges 1:1-2:5

Notes:

Just an incline as things get worse and worse:
- People were supposed to drive out Canaanites, but don’t

This is basically a summary of the whole book

Angel of the Lord rebukes
Israel for disobedience +
Climax Consequences

Power of tribes

Beginning

increases and
Danites confined press into labor
to the hills
Zebulun, Asher,
T Naphtali didn’t
Ephraim didn’t drive people out
drive people out
Manasseh didn’t
drive people out
Bethel; man shows
them how to take .
.o pction
city; Luz ?(\S\“%A
Problem
They took possession of
the hill country but were
unable to drive from plains
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Middle End

Luz: Almond Tree

Angel of Yahweh: Gilgal to Bokim “Weeping”

*Debir gets a short story about Othniel/Caleb

Lack context for Aksah wanting more springs

Caleb “dog”

Kiriath Sepher: “City of writing”

Othniel: “lion of God”

Aksah: “ankle chain” or “anklet”




Return to Big Picture

Story:  judges Cycle

Passage:

Judges 2:6-3:5

Notes:

Climax

People in Distress, the Lord
raises up judges

Peopl

Judge

Yahweh’s hand is
against them when
they fight.

God gives people
into the hands of
raiders

Problem

Israel does evil in the sight
of Yahweh, serves the
Baals

the duration of

e repent for

’s life

Resolution

Yahweh is with the judge
and rescues the people

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End

Joshua buried Timnath Heres “abundant portion”

Hill country of Ephraim,

north of Mount Gaash “quaking”




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Othniel Passage: Judges 3:7-11
Notes:

Climax
Setup Israel cries out

Subject for eight
years

Sells them to
Cushan Rishathaim

Problem

Israel does evil, Lord’s
anger burns

God raises up
Othniel to save

Spirit comes upon
Othniel

Resolution

Overpowers Cushan-R.

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Ehud Passage: Judges 3:12-31

Notes:

*assassination is indication of moral decline

Climax

Israel cries out and Yahweh Conclusion

Setup
sends a deliverer “Ehud”

Ehud is a left
handed man

Subject to Eglon Tricks Eglon;
for 18 years disappearing
sword trick

Blows trumpet for
Ephraim

Yahweh gives
Moab power over
Israel

Problem Resolution
Israel does evil in the sight Take possession of Jordan,
of the Lord strike down Moabites
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Beginning Middle End

Eglon — “Calf-like”

Ehud = “I will give thanks”




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Deborah Passage: Judges 4:1-5:31
Notes:
This is supposed to be a later, Barak story (in the North), but becomes a
Deborah (Ephraim) story.
Climax
Setup Deborah goes with Barak Conclusion
summons 10 eleph from
Naphtali and Zebulun
&
ks
$
& Barak refuses to go Yahweh lets Barak
without Deborah; route Sisera
honor to woman
Deborah calls Sisera flees on foot
Barak, tells him to to Jael’s tent
fight Sisera
Yahweh sells them Jeal pegs Sisera in
into the hands of the head
Jabin
Problem Resolution
Israelites do evil in the God subdues Jabin before
sight of the Lord Israel
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Beginning Middle End

Jabin —

“Whom God observes”

Sisera — “Battle Array”

Harosheth “Forest” Haggoyim “of the Gentiles”

Heber the Kenite, Hobab, Moses’ brother in law

Heber = “comrade”

Jael = “Mountain Goat”




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Gideon’s Call Passage: Judges 6:1-32
Notes:
Climax
Setup Angel of Yahweh comes to Conclusion

Gideon, “Mighty warrior”

God sends a
prophet that
chastises them

Gideon brings an
offering; gets sign

Israel cries out for Go break down
help Baal altar and build
one to Yahweh

Yahweh gives them
to Midian for 7

years
Problem Resolution
Israelites do evil in the Breaks down dad’s Baal
sight of the Lord. altar at night
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Beginning Middle End

Gideon — “Hewer”

Son of Joash — “Given by the Lord”




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Gjdeon defeats the Midianites Passage:  6:33-7:25
Notes:

Climax
Setup Gideon goes to camp and

hears about bread dream

Yahweh thins out
Gideon’s forces x2

Fleece Test x2

Spirit of Lord upon
Gideon; sends out
messengers

Problem

Midianites, Amalekites
cross Jordan and camp in
Valley of Jezreel

Gideon encourages
men; divides into 3

LT

groups
—
Smasbh jars, light
torches, shout at
'3//. night around camp
%
V“% Midianites in
2 chaos; sends for
Ephraim
Resolution

leaders

Seize waters of Jordan,
capture and kill Midianite

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End

Gideon sent messengers to

Oreb — “Raven” and Zeeb — “Wolf”

Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali

First departure: 22 eleph leave: 10 eleph remain

Second departure: 300 men remain




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Gideon Finishes the Midianites

Passage: Judges 8:1-34

Notes:
Gideon shifts the story of Judges from foreign wars/idols to domestic *introduces civil war
wars/idols
Climax
Setup Gibeon uses routes of Conclusion
Nomads, attacks

unsuspecting army

Zebah and
Zalmunna flee,
Gideon catches

Asks Penuel for
help: denied
(Gad/Manasseh?)

Punishes Sukkoth
and Peniel

Asks Succoth for
help: denied
(Gad?)

Orders son to kill
but he can’t, so
Gideon does

You guys killed
Oreb and Zeeb!

Resolution

Problem

Why didn’t you call us Israel wants to make
originally? -Ephraim Gideon king

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End

Succoth/Peniel are both places named by Jacob




Return to Big Picture

Story:

Abimelek’s Rebellion

Passage: Judges 9:1-57

Notes:

Shechem is repaid, but Thebez does not suffer much for Shechem’s sin

Climax

Abimelek governs for 3 Conclusion
years, then God stirs up
citizens of Shechem

People of Shechem
start robbing

Jotham’s speech;
flees to Beer

Kills 70 brothers, Gaal stirs trouble,
people crown him Abimelek lays
king . ) siege to Shechem

Tries to attack
Thebez

Give him money,
hires scoundrels

Problem Resolution
Abimelek convinces Woman drops millstone on
Shechem to crown him Abimelek, servant runs him
king. through
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Beginning Middle End

Abimelek — “My father, the King”

Jotham — “Yahweh is perfect”




Return to Big Picture

Story:

Jephthah defeats Ammon

Passage:

Judges 10:1-11:40

Notes:

Climax

Spirit of the Lord comes
upon Jephthah

Conclusion

Jephthah sends

messengers; tells

history-lite

Jephthah

Yahweh gives them
to the Philistines,
Ammonite gods

Ammon comes out
to fight Israel; get

Problem

Israelites do what is evil in
the sight of the Lord; serve
gods Baal, Ashtaroth

Foolish oath/deal
with Yahweh

Jephthah wins,
destroys 20 towns

Daughter Greets
him

Resolution

Jephthah sacrifices
daughter to fulfill oath

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End

Jephthah = “he opens”




Return to Big Picture

Story:

Jephthah’s Civil War

Passage: Judges12:1

Notes:

Climax

Yahweh helped me fight;
why have you come to fight
me?

| did ask -Jephthah

Problem

Jephthah calls out
Gilead to fight
Ephraim

We're going to burn down
your house because you
didn’t ask us to come out!

Resolution

Gileadites strike down
Ephraimites

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End

Shibboleth = “Flowing Stream”

Sibboleth = “an ear of grain”




Return to Big Picture

Story:

Birth of Samson

Passage:

Judges 13:1-25

Notes:

Climax

Angel rises up in the flame
of the burnt offering

offer burnt

Angel tells them to

offering instead

Mano

Manoah prays for
another angel;
offers meal

Angel visits, don’t
drink wine, or eat

unclean; baby boy

Problem

Manoah'’s wife not able to
have kids

they'll die

ah thinks

Wife reassures him

Resolution

Manoah’s wife has a baby
boy

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Samson’s Marriage Passage: Judges 14:1-20

Notes:

Climax

Samson’s riddle Conclusion

Didn’t know for 3
days

Father meets bride
sets up feast; 30
companions

Sets up marriage, Threaten Samson’s
returns to dead wife; she cries, he
carcass, honey

Lion attacks Companions
Samson answer, Samson’s
reply
Problem Resolution
Philistines are ruling over Strikes down 30 Philistines
Israel in Ashkelon to pay riddle-
debt

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning Middle End




Return to Big Picture

Story:  Samson’s Vengeance Passage: Judges 15:1-20

Notes:

Climax

Spirit of the Lord comes Conclusion
upon Samson

Samson brings the
jawbone, kills an

Judites give over
Samson tied up

Philistines kill Donkey poem
Samson’s wife and
family in revenge

Samson calls for
water

Catches 300 foxes;
tied pairs, torches
the harvest

Problem Resolution
Need to get even with the ?
Philistines
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Beginning Middle End

Ramath Lehi = “Height of Jawbone”

En Hakkore = “Spring of one Calling”




Return to Big Picture

Story:

Samson’s Girlfriend(s)

Passage:

Judges 16:1-31

Notes:

Climax

Discloses Nazarite vow

Conclusion

Delilah asks:
weaving braids

Bring
Delila
head;

Delilah asks: New
Ropes

Delilah asks:
Bowstrings

Problem

Philistines want to know
the secret to Samson’s
strength

her silver,
h shaves
eye gouge

Make him grind
grain in prison; hair
begins to grow

Bring out Samson
to entertain us

Resolution

Asks for strength from God
and suicides with 3 eleph of
Philistines in their Temple

Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End




Return to Big Picture

Story: A Place for Dan Passage: Judges 17:1-18:31

Notes:

*Dan/Laish is outside “promised land”
**This story is about attacking unsuspecting innocents

Climax

Spies grab Micah’s idols and Conclusion
priest

Micah protests,
but yields

Men of Dan pack
up, head to
Ephraim

Find Laish; Strike a people at
peaceful people; peace and secure
give a good report

Dan rebuilds the
city

Send 5 spies; enter
Ephraim, find
Micah’s Levite

Problem Resolution
Dan looks for a place to Make their homes there
live; they didn’t take over
their share of the land
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Beginning Middle End

*28 Ibs of silver was promised price for Samson

Laish = “Lion”

*Pass Kiriath Jearim “city of forests”




Return to Big Picture

Story:  \War with Benjamin Passage: Judges 19:1-20:48
Notes: *echoes back to Gideon, decreases forces of Israel through combat
Clear echo of Lot’s Sodomite episode Battle is a clear echo of battle of Ai’'s Ambush
Climax

Who should go up? Judah Conclusion

22 eleph wiped out
18 eleph wiped out

26 eleph of crack
forces from Ben.
400 eleph of Israel

Send out evil men; Whole assembly
Benjamin came out gathers and asks
to fight instead } ) the Lord

Go. Tomorrow I'll
hand them to you;
ambush episode

1/10 of forces get
supplies and army
goes to attack

Problem Resolution
Nothing like this has Almost Genocide Benjamin
happened since we came
out of Egypt
Characters, Setting, Patterns, Notes
Beginning Middle End

*Jebus = Jerusalem

Jebus = “threshing place”

Jerusalem = “teaching of peace”




Return to Big Picture

Story:

Wives for Benjamin

Passage:

Judges 21:1-25

Notes:

Climax

Grab virgins from feast at
Shiloh

Conclusion

Massacre Jabesh
Gilead, bring back
400 virgins

No one from
Jabesh Gilead had
come

Problem

Hide in vineyards,
grab the virgins,
run away

Placate the fathers
and brothers

Resolution

Need wives for Benjamin

Benjamites steal women,
rebuild towns

Characters, Setting, Pattern

s, Notes

Beginning

Middle

End




